
Sam was described as “a friend without limits,” “a giving person,
a loving person,” “full of life,” and a “beautiful human being.”
Loved ones shared that he loved TikTok, puma sweatshirts,
cooking, and trick-or-treating with his sister’s children.

Sam Nordquist, 24, was killed on or around February 13, 2025 after
prolonged physical and psychological abuse and torture from the
following seven people. Precious Arzuaga, 38; Jennifer Quijano, 30; Kyle
Sage, 33; Patrick Goodwin, 30; Emily Motyka, 19; Kimberly Sochia, 29; and
Thomas Eaves, 21, are all charged with first-degree murder.

Sam, a Black trans man from Minnesota, traveled to New York  from
Oakdale, MN in September 2024. His family stated he traveled to New
York to meet his girlfriend, Precious Arzuaga, whom he had met online.
Sam’s family gradually lost contact with him, and the few phone calls
they did have often had Arzuaga present. On December 4, 2024, Sam’s
family was notified by social services that Sam had gone to their offices
and expressed that Arzuaga was controlling his cell phone use, and that
he wanted to come home and was trying to come up with an "escape
plan.” He never showed up for a December 19 appointment, and his
family last heard from him on January 31, 2025. His family’s requests for
welfare checks led to the eventual discovery of Sam’s body in a field in
New York on February 13, 2025. We remember Sam Nordquist.
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